
ARTICLE 10 - Right to Peace

ARTICLE 11 - Protection of Women in Armed Conflicts 

The Maputo Protocol’s Articles 10 and 11, as seen below, underscore 

while also ensuring them special and necessary protections during 
times of war. 

Women have the right to a peaceful existence and the right to participate 
in the promotion and maintenance of peace. 

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the increased 
participation of women:

States Parties undertake to respect and ensure respect for the rules of 

spending on social development in general, and the promotion of women in particular.

In programmes of education for peace and a culture of peace; 

national, regional, continental and international levels; 

In the local, national, regional, continental and international decision making structures to ensure 
physical, psychological, social and legal protection of asylum seekers, refugees, returnees and 
displaced persons, in particular women; 

In all levels of the structures established for the management of camps and settlements for asylum 
seekers, refugees, returnees and displaced persons, in particular, women;

rehabilitation.

The Maputo Protocol on
Women, Peace and Security
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2. States Parties shall, in accordance with the obligation’s 
incumbent upon them under international humanitarian 
law, protect civilians including women, irrespective of the 
population to which they belong, in the event of armed 

Article 10(3) is a particularly ground-breaking provision that 
challenges traditional priorities of military expenditure, 
advocating for resources to be reallocated towards social 
development and the promotion of women. Evidence shows 
that women’s involvement in peace processes leads to 
more inclusive, sustainable, and lasting
peace agreements.  

What does the Maputo Protocol say about Women, Peace and Security ?





WHAT WOULD A FUTURE WHERE aRTICLE 10 And 11 OF 
THE MAPUTO PROTOCOL are iMPLEMENTED LOOK LIKE?

, such as resource exploitation, border 
disputes, and governance challenges, by fostering sustainable development 
and collaboration.

Impose sanctions on countries that commit atrocities against civilians and violate international 
human rights laws to reinforce the commitment to peace and stability across the continent.

Incorporate women and girls actively
peacebuilding, ensuring their leadership in decision-making processes at local, national, and 
international levels.

Adopt, renew and monitor the implementation of National Action Plans (NAPs) for UNSCR 
1325 and related resolutions, addressing any gaps in execution to ensure full integration of 
gender considerations into peace processes.

Adhere strictly to international humanitarian law and human rights frameworks, ensuring the 

Reallocate military resources to social sectors, prioritising health, education, and gender 
equality to align budgets with long-term peacebuilding and sustainable development goals.

Ensure the protection of displaced women and girls, particularly from gender-based violence in 

this and how can I get involved? SCAN
ME!

This information is drawn from SOAWR’s Maputo at 20: Where are we now? report. You can read the full report at www.soawr.org

???What more could governments be doing?

African women’s active participation in peace processes leads to a lasting and 
stable peace across the continent. 
and decision-making, ensures that peace agreements are not only inclusive but 
sustainable—resulting in fewer wars, less violence, and stronger, more cohesive 
communities. 

With women’s meaningful involvement, societies experience healing, recovery, 

and hold perpetrators accountable. No child is forced to take part in 

achievement, but a lasting foundation for progress, prosperity, and shared security.


